
Grants Application 

Application Details
Fund Holehird Trust 18/19 (Groups) Application no 20600
Project cost £85,000.00 Amount requested £1,500.00
Amount 
recommended

£1,500.00 Grants Officer Ellen Clements

Applicant Details
Organisation Greenbank and Castlefield Residents Association
Post Town AMBLESIDE District South Lakeland

Grant Priority Index of Multiple 
Deprivation

134

Aims of the 
group

To protect and enhance the quality of life for all residents of Greenbank Road, High 
Greenbank and Castlefield, by liaising with, and representing the interests of residents to, any 
other organisations.

Previous Funding Details
No. of grant 
applications

1 No. of 
approved 
grants

0 Total Amount 
Awarded

£0.00

Project Details
Project title Refurbishment of Play Area
Project detail Replace the existing very run down and tatty play area with new equipment and a safety 

surfacing that will allow children up to the age of 12 to play safely together in a fenced 
neighbourhood environment.
The inspections and maintenance of the completed play area will be carried out by SLDC.

Need In October half term last year (2017) we held a consultation event on the play area, handing out 
surveys and encouraging the children to draw what they would like to play on.  We had 37 
replies, which demonstrated overwhelming support for the project, and since then we are 
planning some fundraising of our own. Parents are constantly asking for progress and we keep 
everyone updated via emails and a WhatsApp page.  We also have full support of SLDC and 
our local Councillors.

Disadvantage We have a new play area in Rothay Park which a considerable walk for residents, so local 
children are somewhat cut off from it. Many parents have to work 2 jobs to earn enough to 
support their families in this area due to the high cost of living.  The play area is situated in the 
middle of the housing estate which comprises of a mixture of private and social housing.  Two 
thirds of the houses have children. There is not always time in busy family life to go to the 
park, so this neighbourhood play area allows easy access for children who are too young to go 
to the park on their own.

Benefits We would like to develop the play area so it offers exciting and challenging equipment for 
children up to the age of 12, to be used all year round and accessible to all abilities. Currently 
there is very little equipment on site, it is very old and tatty and offers very little play value.  
There is a small swing, a tatty multi play unit and a springer.  The surface is mostly grass 
which is often very wet and muddy, there are no connecting paths which makes it difficult for 
buggies and wheelchairs to access the site. There is no equipment suitable for older children.  
The play units will be linked by a tarmac or other suitable surface so the area can be used all 
year round and is also accessible to all abilities. The gates need replacing to make them 
inclusive and to deter dogs.  If funds allow we could move and replace the current fencing to 
create a slightly larger area.    New seating and bins will also be included in the design. The 
equipment will be durable and easy to maintain. A consultation event revealed that residents 
like the play area as it near to houses for supervision, and there are no busy roads to cross. The 
children have drawn pictures to show what equipment they would like, and residents are 
supportive of plans to make this a better space. There are no other play facilities in this part of 
Ambleside.
Outdoor play is beneficial for children and allows them to learn from their surroundings and 
interact with each other and their environment - it is important for their physical and social 
health and development.

Measure We will conduct a feedback survey next year once the play area is completed, to establish how 



residents feel, and how much the children use the play area.  The redevelopment will also 
protect and enhance the environment as the current area is an eye sore and due to the soggy 
conditions it is difficult to maintain to a good standard.

After funding 
ends

This is a one-off capital project, but SLDC will inspect and maintain the play area on a regular 
basis.  The play area has been highlighted on a recent play audit as having being a basic facility 
with the need to upgrade.

No of beneficiaries 70 No of volunteers 0

Expenditure
Other costs: 
Day to day running costs of the Residents 
Association are funded with an annual grant from 
South Lakes Housing of £100.

Capital costs: £1,500.00
The cost of the project will amount to £85,000 which will 
include the design, manufacture of equipment, 
installation and inspection.  As well as the new 
equipment this will also include the safety surfacing and 
paths, additional fencing and accessible self-closing 
gates.  We will be working with the district council on 
this project and they will be producing the specification 
based on the feedback from the consultation.  The 
council have a strict procurement process which uses a 
framework. Suppliers listed on this framework are all UK 
compliant and have been assessed for their financial 
stability, track record, experience and technical and 
professional ability prior to being awarded a place.  They 
are unable to secure quotes prior to the tender process but 
we have attached designs from similar projects.

Income
Amount of 
funding raised so 
far

£6,000.00 SLDC £5000,Cllr members budget £1000

Applying 
Elsewhere

Yes LIP £25000, SLH £5000, A4A £10000, Ambleside Rotary £500, 
Ambleside Lions £250, Post Code Lottery £20000, PCC fund 
£10000, local businesses £2000, Lakes Parish Council £500

Quotes Received Yes

Assessment
Assessor’s 
comments 

Greenbank and Castlefield is quite a nice area of Ambleside with approximately a quarter of 
the houses being rented out from social housing. 
Volunteer group who were formed in 2013 to benefit the residents of this community.
Large project that once completed will be looked after by SLDC
The quotes they have supplied are from other play parks that SLDC have been involved in, so 
not specific to this application. 
They hope to have all the funding in place over the summer 2018 and start work on the park in 
September/October 2018.
They have not secured much funding for this quite large project as yet but have applied to 
different funders.

Recommend support conditional on them receiving at least half of the project costs, so we 
know the project will go ahead in some form.


